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Statistics Request Description

On January 24, 2024, Research & Statistics received a request from the Director of the
Administrative Office of the Courts on behalf of the Co-Chair of the Interim Joint Committee on the
Judiciary for a report examining trends over time in the rate of filing of Delinquency and Youthful
Offender Filings including information about violent offenses. This report additionally includes
information about Circuit Criminal cases filed against adult defendants as a point of comparison for
these trends. To define violent offenses, Research & Statistics used the definition from KRS 532.200*

CourtNet, which provides a summary of court cases statewide, was queried for cases filed between
1/1/2014 and 12/31/2023 within the following categories:
e Circuit Criminal Cases: Case Number Type CR, and
e Delinquency Cases: Case Number Type J (Juvenile) cases including a charge of at least one
Public Offense and no Uniform Juvenile Codes indicating accusations of Dependency,
Neglect, or Abuse.

Youthful Offender cases are identified as Circuit Criminal cases in which the top defendant party was
10-182 years of age as of the date of the earliest Charge Date for any charge in the case. All other
Circuit Criminal cases are assumed in this report to be filed against adults, including 10,994 cases
(0.8% of CR cases) with missing or implausible dates of birth (negative age, age 0, etc.).

Statistical Report

The following visualization demonstrates that while there have been increases over the last ten years
both the number of Circuit Criminal cases filed against adults overall and the number of Circuit
Criminal cases filed against adults including charges of violent offenses, the number of Delinquency

1 KRS 532.200 Definitions for KRS 532.210 to 532.250.
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=20059

2 Four Circuit Criminal cases in the queried data include defendants indicated as having age 10-13 according to the
data in the CourtNet database. While if accurate, these defendants would not satisfy the Youthful Offender
definition of KRS 635.020, AOC Research & Statistics interprets anomalous cases such as these as Youthful
Offender cases for the purpose of statistical reporting. KRS 635.020 Criteria for determining how child is to be tried.
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=51300
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cases and Youthful Offender cases filed has declined, as has the number of these case including
charges of violent offenses.

Figure 1: Percent difference in number of cases filed relative to cases filed in CY 2014
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This visualization allows for the comparison of relative trends for groups of cases for which the actual numbers
of cases are very different. The line chart presents the percent change in the number of cases filed in each of the
indicated categories with vertical position representing the percent of each year’s number of cases filed relative
to the number filed in CY 2014. The size of each mark represents the relative number of cases in each group. The
associated numbers of cases and percent differences are included in Table 1.

Preceding the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020, a steady increase in the number of Circuit Criminal case
filed against adults is observed with peak numbers from Calendar Year (CY) 2019. Following a
considerable decline in 2020, there was a slight spike in 2021 followed by a very slight decline in 2022
and 2023. The author’s conjecture is that the spike in 2021 is likely in part procedural, with cases that
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would have otherwise been filed earlier being delayed until the restoration of criminal jury trials in
2021. The largest month-to-month increase as well as the highest overall number of Circuit Criminal
cases filed in a single month was March-to-April 2021, with an increase from 2,581 cases filed in
March to 5,282 cases filed in April 2

The number of Circuit Criminal cases filed against adults including charges of violent offenses was
relatively stable from 2014 to 2020, followed by a sharp increase in 2021 and a slight decrease
thereafter. To the extent that these numbers also may be affected by the court closure and re-
opening discussed above, this pattern may instead reflect a more gradual increase from 2019 to 2023.

While the numbers of Youthful Offender cases are much smaller (0.4% of Circuit Criminal cases overall
and 1.9% of Circuit Criminal cases including violent charges) and therefore more vulnerable to noise,
the patterns are similar from 2014 to 2019, with the same increase in overall numbers and general
stability of numbers for cases with violent charges. However, following a similar decline in 2020,
numbers for Youthful Offender cases continued to decline in 2021 and with a slight increase in 2023
still remain lower than any pre-pandemic years for both Youthful Offender cases overall and Youthful
Offender cases including charges of violent offenses.

The years preceding the pandemic in 2020 include a consistent decline in the number of Delinquency
cases filed. 2020 and 2021 include an even deeper decline with increase from 2021 to 2023
representing a return to approximately the same number of cases as were filed in 2019. The pattern
for Delinquency cases including charges of violent offenses is very similar to the pattern observed for
Delinquency cases overall.

Tables 1 and 2 on the subsequent pages present additional information. Table 1 includes the
underlying numbers associated with the data presented in Figure 1. Table 2 presents numbers of
cases and charges of specified types of offenses.

Statistical Analysis Considerations:
> These statistics represent a snapshot in time as of the date the data was queried
(1/24/2024).
> Youthful Offender cases are frequently preceded by a Delinquency case and Grand Jury
Indictment. As such, the Delinquency cases and Youthful Offender cases included in this
report may not represent distinct incidents or youth.

3 Kentucky Court of Justice — Caseload: Monthly by Category. https://www.kycourts.gov/AOC/Information-and-
Technology/Analytics/Pages/Caseload-Monthly-by-Category.aspx Retrieved 1/25/2024.
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Table 1: Number of cases and percent difference in number of cases filed relative to cases
filed in CY 2014

Adult Circuit Criminal Youthful Offender Delinguency
Mo Has Mo Has Mo Has
Viclent  Vielent Violent  Vielent Viclent  Violent

Charges  Charge Total | Charges Charge Total| Charges  Charge Tota

2014 C(Cases 27,460 4416 31,876 11 53 104 7,364 2,736 10,100
% Dif from 2014 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

2015 Cases 27,605 4212 31,817 30 88 118 5,547 2,114 7,661
% Dif from 2014 053% -462%| -019%  17273% -538% 13.46% | -2467% -2273% -2415%

2016 Cases 30,058 4351 34449 23 104 127 6,017 2,155 8,176
% Dif from 2014 961% -147% 8.07% | 109.09% 1183%  22.12% | -1829% -21.09% -19.05%

2017 Cases 35,066 4545 35,615 15 103 118 5,542 1,982 7.524
% Dif from 2014 | 27.70% 2.01% 24.28% | 3636% 10.75% | 13.46%  -24.74% -27.56%  -25.50%

2018 Cases 37,1596 4557 41,793 36 88 134 4,905 1,804 6,713
% Dif from 2014 | 35.46% 410% 3111%  227.27% 5.38% 28.85% | -3334% -34.06% -33.53%

2019 Cases 28,140 4447 42581 36 82 128 4,331 1,615 5,946
% Dif from 2014 | 28.85% 0.57%  323.58% [227.27% -108% | 2308%  -41.19% -40957% | -11.13%

2020 Cases 26,367 4275 30,642 21 71 592 2,504 1,064 3,568
9 Dif from 2014 | -3.98% -319% -3.87% | 9091% -2366% -11.54%  -66.00% -61.11% -64.67%

2021 Cases 34 551 5,145 39,736 17 55 72 2475 1,144 3,623
% Dif from 2014 | 25.97% 16.51%  24.66% | 54.55% -40.86%  -30.77% | -66.34% -58.159% -64.13%

2022 C(Cases 32,053 4502 36,956 16 54 70 3,258 1572 4,870
% Dif from 2014 | 16.73% 11.03% | 1594% | 4545% -4194%  -32.65% | -55.21% -42.54% -51.73%

2023 C(Cases 320,435 4808 35,243 g 76 24 4211 1,805 6,016
% Dif from 2014 | 10.83% 888% 1056% | -27.27% -18.28% | -19.23%  -4282% -3403% | -10.44%
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Table 2: Violent charges and associated cases highlighting specified AOC Offense Categories.
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Table 2 includes the number of charges of violent offenses from a few specific AOC Offense Categories and the
number of cases including at least one charge of these offenses. The Total of this table includes all violent

charges and all cases including at least one violent charge.

Page 5 of 7



TEN-YEAR FILING TRENDS: ADULT CIRCUIT CRIMINAL,

YOUTHFUL OFFENDER, AND DELINQUENCY CASES
CASES FILED CY 2014-2023 STATEWIDE

Data Fields

Database Data Variable

Description

CourtNet Case Category Cases in this report are grouped into the following categories:

Case Filing
Date

AOC Offense
Category

Cases

Charges

Circuit Criminal: a case in Circuit Court including at least one
felony charge following an indictment by Grand Jury or
Information. The report category Adult Circuit Criminal
represents Circuit Criminal cases filed against adults — Circuit
Criminal cases other than Youthful Offender cases as defined
below.

Violent Circuit Criminal: A Circuit Criminal case in which at least
one charge is an offense defined as violent by KRS 532.200.
Youthful Offender: A Circuit Criminal case in which someone
who was age 14 to 17 at the time of the alleged offense is tried
as an adult.

Violent Youthful Offender: A Youthful Offender case in which
at least one charge is an offense defined as violent by KRS
532.200.

Delinquency: A District Court case alleging the commission by a
minor of an offense that would be considered criminal if
committed by an adult.

Violent Delinquency: A Delinquency case in which at least one
alleged offense is defined as violent by KRS 532.200.

The date a case is filed in District or Circuit Court, which may be later
than the date of the alleged offense. Case Filing Date is reported using
Calendar Year (CY, January 1°* through December 31°%).

Similar criminal offenses grouped together for the purpose of statistical
reporting. See attached document for details and references.

The number of unique cases. Each case may include one or more
charges or alleged offenses by minors.

The number of distinct charges or alleged offenses by minors among
the reported cases. In this report, the only inclusion of a count of
Charges is limited to charges of violent offenses.

Disclaimer Associated with KCOJ/AOC Database(s) and Element(s)

RESEARCH AND STATISTICS DISCLAIMER FOR COURTNET

Information received from KYCourts/CourtNet is subject to change(s), reprogramming, modification(s)
of format and availability at the direction of the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), and may
not at any particular moment reflect the true status of court cases due to ordinary limitation(s),
delay(s) or error(s) in the system’s operation. The KYCourts/CourtNet database is not a real-time
system. All datasets are a snapshot of case data at the time a query is run. Case counts are not counts
of individuals as some persons may have multiple cases.
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The AOC disclaims any warranties as to the validity of the information obtained from
KYCourts/CourtNet. The recipient is solely responsible for verifying information received from
KYCourts/CourtNet through the cross-referencing of official court records. The AOC shall not be liable
to the recipient, or to any third party using the system or information obtained therefrom, for any
damages whatsoever arising out of the use of KYCourts/CourtNet.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS
Research & Statistics

AOC Offense Group & Category Documentation

AOC Offense Group|AOC Offense Category |UOR Category Code |Related Statutes
Abuse of Public APO KRS 522
Office
Added Added Charges ADD KRS 189, KRS 215; KRS 360; KRS 431; KRS 432; KRS 439; KRS 520;
KRS 533; KRS 534; KRS 600; KRS 635; CR5; CR6; RCR
Agriculture AGR KRS 246; KRS 248; KRS 250; KRS 251; KRS 253; KRS 257; KRS 258;
KRS 260; KRS 261; KRS 433
Alcohol/Drug Alcohol Intoxication Al KRS 222
Alcohol Manufacturing ALM KRS 243; KRS 244
Alcohol Offenses ALC KRS 189; KRS 242; KRS 243; KRS 244
Alcohol Possession ALP KRS 189; KRS 242
Alcohol Sales ALS KRS 242; KRS 243; KRS 244
Drug Advertising DGA KRS 218
Drug Manufacturing DGM KRS 218; KRS 250; KRS 514
Drug Other DGO KRS 217; KRS 218; KRS 224; KRS 512; KRS 525; KRS 530
Drug Paraphernalia DPA KRS 218
Drug Possession DGP KRS 217; KRS 218; KRS 250; KRS 512
Drug Trafficking DGT KRS 218; KRS 514
Prescription Drug Forgery|DXF KRS 217; KRS 218
Prescription Drug Other |DXO KRS 218
Prescript.ion Drug DXP KRS 217; KRS 218
Possession
Prescription Drug Theft |DXT KRS 217; KRS 218
Data Source: CourtNet Date of Query:
Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only. 8/9/2023
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AOC Offense Group & Category Documentation

AOC Offense Group|AOC Offense Category |UOR Category Code |Related Statutes
Alcohol/Drug Prescription Drug DXS KRS 217; KRS 218
Trafficking
All Terrain Vehicle ATV KRS 189
Animal Abuse ANA KRS 525
Animal Related ANM KRS 150; KRS 230; KRS 257; KRS 258; KRS 259; KRS 261; KRS 436;
Offenses KRS 437
Arson Arson ARS KRS 513
Assault/Abuse Abuse ABS KRS 161; KRS 403; KRS 508
Abuse/Neglect of Adult |ABE KRS 209
Assault AST KRS 508; KRS 518
Assault Related Offenses |[ASO KRS 508
Aviation AVI KRS 183
Behavioral Health BHD KRS 202A; KRS 202B; KRS 202C; KRS 222
Developmental &
Intellectual
Disabilities
Boat Related BOT KRS 150; KRS 235
Offenses
Bribery BRI KRS 518; KRS 521
Business & Financial BFI KRS 286; KRS 288; KRS 292; KRS 365; KRS 376
Inst. Offenses
Cave Related CAV KRS 433
Offenses
Charitable Gaming CTY KRS 238
Offenses
Child Labor CHL KRS 339
Child Related CHD KRS 199; KRS 208; KRS 620
Offenses
Commercial Motor CMV KRS 186; KRS 189; KRS 281; KRS 393
Vehicle
Computer Related COM KRS 434
Offenses
Data Source: CourtNet Date of Query:
Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only. 8/9/2023
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AOC Offense Group

AOC Offense Category

UOR Category Code

Related Statutes

Conduct Criminal Mischief CRM KRS 512
Disorderly Conduct DIS KRS 525
Consumer Protection CPR KRS 367
Corporation Offenses COR KRS 502
created for Admin. ADM KRS 202; KRS 202; KRS 421; KRS 532; KRS 534; KRS 673; KRS 675;
Purpose USC
Death DTH KRS 720
Dentistry DEN KRS 313
Disposal of Dead AND KRS 257; KRS 263
Animals
DuUI DUI 1st Offense DUl KRS 189; KRS 281
DUI 2nd Offense Du2 KRS 189
DUI 3rd Offense DU3 KRS 189
DUI 4th Offense DuU4 KRS 189
DUI Other DUI KRS 189; KRS 235; KRS 431
Eavesdropping EAV KRS 526
Education EDU KRS 158; KRS 159; KRS 161; KRS 164
Election Offenses ELC KRS 117; KRS 118; KRS 119; KRS 121
Exec Branch Code of EBE KRS 11A
Ethics
Family Offenses FAM KRS 530
Fetal Homicide HOM KRS 507
Fire Hazard FHZ KRS 149; KRS 198
Fireworks FWK KRS 227; KRS 437
Forgery FGY KRS 116; KRS 275; KRS 432; KRS 516
Fraud FRD KRS 141; KRS 194; KRS 198; KRS 205; KRS 341; KRS 409; KRS 432;

KRS 434; KRS 512; KRS 513; KRS 514; KRS 517; KRS 519; KRS 640;

KRS 704; KRS 799; KRS 919

Data Source: CourtNet

Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only.

Date of Query:
8/9/2023
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AOC Offense Group

AOC Offense Category

UOR Category Code

Related Statutes

Fuel/Gas GAS KRS 234; KRS 281
Fugitive FTV KRS 440
Gambling GAM KRS 230; KRS 528
Handgun GUN KRS 150; KRS 237; KRS 244; KRS 520; KRS 527
Hunting HNT KRS 149; KRS 150; KRS 237
Ignition Interlock IID KRS 189A
Device
Impersonating IMP KRS 314; KRS 316; KRS 431; KRS 514; KRS 519
Indecent Exposure IND KRS 510
Interfering Judicial 1JA KRS 524
Admin.
Judicial Offenses JUuD KRS 31A
Juvenile Juvenile - BHDID UJC JUH KRS 645
Offenses
Juvenile - Dependency |DNA KRS 600; KRS 620
and Child Abuse/Neglect
Juvenile - Education JED KRS 159
Offenses
Juvenile - Status Alcohol |JSA KRS 244
Offenses
Juvenile - Status JUvV KRS 630
Offenses
Juvenile - UJC Offenses |JUO KRS 615; KRS 620; KRS 635; KRS 645
Kidnapping KID KRS 509
Legislator LEG KRS 275; KRS 610; KRS 668; KRS 673; KRS 674; KRS 675; KRS 677;
KRS 678; KRS 679; KRS 680; KRS 681; KRS 682
License Offenses LIC KRS 138; KRS 150; KRS 174; KRS 177; KRS 186; KRS 189; KRS 198;
KRS 216; KRS 217; KRS 219; KRS 237; KRS 243; KRS 261; KRS 281;
KRS 309; KRS 311; KRS 315; KRS 351
Lobbyist LBY KRS 626; KRS 627; KRS 628; KRS 629; KRS 630; KRS 631; KRS 632
Local Ordinance RCO RCO

Data Source: CourtNet

Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only.

Date of Query:
8/9/2023
Page 4 of 7




AOC Offense Group & Category Documentation

AOC Offense Group

AOC Offense Category

UOR Category Code

Related Statutes

Lottery LTY KRS 154; KRS 434

Marriage MAR KRS 402

Medical Offenses MED KRS 17; KRS 171; KRS 205; KRS 213; KRS 218; KRS 311; KRS 315;
KRS 317; KRS 320; KRS 46

Military MIL KRS 354; KRS 434

Mining MIN KRS 350; KRS 351; KRS 352; KRS 353

Morality MOR KRS 311; KRS 431; KRS 432; KRS 433; KRS 434; KRS 436

Motorcycle MCY KRS 186; KRS 189

Murder Murder MDR KRS 216

Natural NAT KRS 149

No Insurance Insurance INS KRS 186; KRS 304; KRS 91A

Occupation Hours OHW KRS 336; KRS 337

and Wages

Occupation License ORL KRS 190; KRS 309; KRS 311; KRS 315; KRS 316; KRS 318; KRS 323;

Offenses KRS 324; KRS 329; KRS 330; KRS 335; KRS 351; KRS 368

Occupation Related ORO KRS 141; KRS 159; KRS 190; KRS 198; KRS 260; KRS 286; KRS 292;

Offenses KRS 318; KRS 324; KRS 330; KRS 341; KRS 380; KRS 433; KRS 45A;
KRS 517

Organized ICS KRS 506; KRS 525

Crime/Inchoate

Other / OTH KRS 150; KRS 186; KRS 211; KRS 219; KRS 21A; KRS 236; KRS 402;

Miscellaneous KRS 440; KRS 512; KRS 518; KRS 611; KRS 612; KRS 640; KRS 999;
KRS ZOR

Perjury PGY KRS 523

PFO Persistent Felony PFO KRS 532

Offenses

Pollution POL KRS 224; KRS 438; KRS 512

Protect Order Protection Order Violation|POV KRS 403; KRS 456; KRS 508

Public Health PH KRS 211; KRS 212; KRS 214; KRS 215; KRS 216; KRS 217; KRS 438;

KRS 657

Data Source: CourtNet

Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only.

Date of Query:
8/9/2023
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AOC Offense Group & Category Documentation

AOC Offense Group|AOC Offense Category |UOR Category Code |Related Statutes
Public Safety PS KRS 150; KRS 519
Public Safety Morals PSM KRS 189; KRS 218; KRS 226; KRS 227; KRS 231; KRS 237
Railroad Offenses RRD KRS 149; KRS; 276; KRS 277
Related to Custody RTC KRS 150; KRS 520
Revenue and TAX KRS 131; KRS 134; KRS 138; KRS 139; KRS 677
Taxation
Sex Crime Human Trafficking HMT KRS 529; KRS 620
Prostitution PRO KRS 529
Rape RAP KRS 510
Sex Abuse SXA KRS 509; KRS 510; KRS 525; KRS 530; KRS 531
Sex Obscene Matter SXO KRS 175; KRS 510; KRS 531
Sex Offender SXR KRS 17; KRS 175
Registration offenses
Sodomy SOD KRS 510
Sports Related SPO KRS 518
State Employee STE KRS 45A
Support SUP KRS 405; KRS 530
Theft Burglary BRG KRS 511
Property PTY KRS 381; KRS 382
Robbery ROB KRS 515
Theft THF KRS 186; KRS 433; KRS 506; KRS 514
Theft - Auto THA KRS 186; KRS 514
Theft - Device THD KRS 514
Theft of Gun THG KRS 514
Theft Other THO KRS 433; KRS 434; KRS 514
Tobacco TOB KRS 438
Data Source: CourtNet Date of Query:
Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only. 8/9/2023
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AOC Offense Group

AOC Offense Category

UOR Category Code

Related Statutes

Trade Related

TRD

KRS 359; KRS 362; KRS 364; KRS 365

Destruction

Traffic Driving on Suspended DSL KRS 186; KRS 189
License
Parking Violations PRK KRS 189
Seatbelt SBT KRS 189
Speeding SPD KRS 189
Texting TXT KRS 189; KRS 281
Traffic - Moving Hazards |TRF KRS 177; KRS 189
Traffic - Road Offenses |TRO KRS 177; KRS 189
Traffic Miscellaneous TRM KRS 189; KRS 235
Traffic Regs / Equipment |TRR KRS 174; KRS 177; KRS 186; KRS 189; KRS 190; KRS 281; KRS 514
Veh!cle Improper/Broken |VEH KRS 189; KRS 190
Equip.
Vehicle Registration VRG KRS 186; KRS 189
Tresspassing TRE KRS 259; KRS 511
Violate Release VCR KRS 431; KRS 519
Conditions
Vital Statistics VIT KRS 213
Weapon of Mass WMD KRS 527

Data Source: CourtNet

Considerations: AOC Offense Groups and Categories were created for statistical reporting purposes only.

Date of Query:
8/9/2023
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