
 
In the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 fiscal years, the Commission considered 486 com-
plaints; 486 complaints were concluded, 12 of which resulted in imposed sanctions: 
 
 Two Private Admonitions 
 
 Four Private Reprimands: 

 November 5, 2020 
 January 8, 2021 
 June 14, 2021 
 January 18, 2022 
 

 Two Public Reprimands: 
 Circuit Judge Robert Conley, 20th Judicial Circuit, Div. 1 
 John A. Schmidt, Bullitt County Master Commissioner (former) 
 

 Two Suspensions: 
 District Judge Donna G. Dutton, 53rd Judicial District, Div. 2 
 District Judge Ann Ruttle, 16th Judicial District, Division 1  
 

 Two Removals from Office: 
 Family Court Judge Dawn M. Gentry, 16th Judicial Circuit, Family Div. 5  
 Family Court Judge Julia H. Gordon, 6th Judicial Circuit, Division 3  

 
Relevant Kentucky Supreme Court opinions issued during FY 2020-2021 :  

 2019-SC-0691, Published December 17, 2020 
 2020-SC-0434, Published December 17, 2020 
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Complaints for FY 2020-2022: 

• 8 - Number of complaints pending final consideration as of July 1, 2020. 
• 13 - Number of complaints pending initial consideration as of July 1, 2020. 
• 497 - Number of new complaints received between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 

2022.  
• 13 - Number of complaints pending final consideration as of June 30, 2022. 
• 19 - Number of complaints pending initial consideration as of June 30, 2022. 
• 486 - Number of complaints disposed of as of June 30, 2022. 

Judicial Conduct Complaints: 

Jurisdiction: 

Judicial positions in the Commonwealth of Kentucky within the jurisdiction of the   
Commission: 7-Supreme Court, 14-Court of Appeals, 95-Circuit Court, 55-Family 
Court, 115-District Court, 60-Trial Commissioner, 120-Master Commissioner, and     
18-Domestic Relations Commissioner. Additionally, the Commission has jurisdiction 
over attorneys who have filed as candidates for judicial office, special judges and   
participants in the  retired judge program under circumstances outlined in the Code 
of Judicial Conduct. 

https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2020privatereprimand11052020.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/privatereprimand01082021.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/privatereprimand06142021.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/privatereprimand01182022.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2020publicreprimandconley.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/Schmidtfinalorder07132021.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2020AgreedOrderDutton.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2021agreedorderRuttle04072021.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2020findingsGentry.pdf
https://kycourts.gov/Courts/JCC%20Actions%20Documents/2022_gordonfinal.pdf
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/api/api/v1/publicaccessdocuments/3959fefe162fd5c0dd77e4b7c762135b09f4dab4f6d1ed70a34e1944824feca5/download
https://appellatepublic.kycourts.net/api/api/v1/publicaccessdocuments/a79c6554679904a9303262b0e544030441956806867beb788a1ea6c304443dda/download
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What Proceedings Resulted in Complaints? 

Number of Complaints by Judicial Position: 
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Who Filed Complaints? 

Complainant Representation in Court: 

 55.88% were represented by counsel 

 20.39% appeared pro se 

 14.31% not applicable (non-litigation) 

 4.90% unknown (unspecified in the complaint) 

 4.12% were represented by counsel, then appeared pro se 

 0.39% appeared pro se, then were represented by counsel 

What were the Allegations? 
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About the Judicial Conduct Commission 
 
The mission of the Kentucky Judicial Conduct Commission is to protect the public, to encourage judg-
es, commissioners and candidates for judicial office to maintain high standards of conduct, and to 
promote public confidence in the integrity, independence, competence, and impartiality of the judici-
ary. 
 
The Commission accomplishes this mission through its investigation of complaints of judicial miscon-

duct, wrongdoing or disability. In cases where judges, commissioners and candidates for judicial office 

are found to have engaged in misconduct or to be incapacitated, the Kentucky Constitution authorizes 

the Commission to take appropriate disciplinary action, including issuing admonitions, reprimands, 

censures, suspensions, or removal from office. 

 

https://kycourts.gov/Courts/Pages/Judicial-Conduct-Commission.aspx  
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